Pigmented Basal Cell Carcinoma: Uncommon Presentation in Blue-Eyed Patients
While other subtypes of basal cell carcinoma (BCC) primarily affect individuals with light eyes and hair, fair complexion, and an inability to tan, pigmented BCC has a predilection for darker-skinned populations with dark brown eyes. [1] [2] [3] Commonly mistaken as melanoma because of its often dark and irregular pigmentation, pigmented BCC is marked by its firm consistency, translucence, and occasional surface ulceration. 2 We present 2 cases of pigmented basal cell carcinoma in a fair skinned patient with blue eyes. There have been few cases of pigmented BCC reported in white patients with blue eyes, further supporting an association with darker skin and eye color. 7 Differentiating pigmented BCC from melanoma or atypical melanocytic nevi is essential; in our case, the diagnosis was determined by characteristic histologic findings of benign proliferation of melanocytes throughout the basaloid tumor islands and numerous pigment-laden melanophages within the fibrocellular tumor stroma. Despite the fact that only 7% of BCCs are pigmented, 6 and they are uncommon in fair-skinned populations, pigmented BCC should be included in the differential diagnosis of atypical pigmented lesions in patients with lighter skin or eyes. Letters
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